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The Trend in Employment, Payrolls and Living Costs 


Fi URING the period from September, 1929 to June, 1932 March, 1938. During the spring and summer of 1933, em- 
q D the trend in employment, payrolls, and living costs in ployment and payrolls rose rapidly, and the rise was paral- 
» the United States was almost continuously downward with lelled by a sharp rise in the cost of living also. Since the 
§ only the sharp but short lived upturn in employment and fall of 1933, the employment trend has been upward and 
4 payrolls during the first quarter of 1931 breaking the de- has paralleled, in general, the trend in the costs of living. 
® cline. Throughout this period, the decline in employment The trend in payrolls since the fall of 1934 has been more 
® and payrolls was much greater than the decline in the cost sharply upward than the trend in employment, while living 
= of living. Also the drop in payrolls was greater than the costs advanced more slowly still. In September, 1936, the 
= drop in employment. The low point of employment was index of payrolls ran ahead of living costs for the first 
} reached in the summer of 1932; of payrolls in the spring time since December, 1929. (See Page 4 for indexes of 
| of 1933. Living costs also continued to decline through employment, payrolls, and cost of living.) 


INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT, PAYROLLS AND COST OF LIVING IN THE 
UNITED STATES, JANUARY, 1928-NOVEMBER, 1936 
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EMPLOYMENT AND PAYROLLS IN OHIO* 


SUMMARY OF BUSINESS STATISTICS FOR OHIO 


November, 1936 November, 1936 
INDEX CHANGE Payrolls : CHANGES 
» | Nov., | Nov., | 5-Year| First 
Item Now; | Oct’ | 1986 | 1986 | Avg. |11 Mos. 
Industrial Group Nov.>| Oct. | som | from 1986 from | from | Nov. | 1986 
1986 | 1936 Mer from Oct., | Nov., | from | from 
ve : 1986 | 1985 | Oct. | 1985 
1936 1935 1986 
=" Index of Gross Cash Agricultural Income. 1924-28 A = 100 
ALL INDUSTRIES (8808)... . 102 101 + 10 + 2.3 % % % 
Chemicals (148) ........... 1 Meat Animals........ 91 
Food Products (281)....-...| 108] 129/—16 |+ 2 | —108 airy tite 
Bakery (90) 150 152;— 1 10 83 14 | + 41 |— 14 | + 61 
Miscellaneous (191) ...... 92 122;— 24 |— 38 | — 16.1 Poultry and Eggs..... 118 72|+ 64 | — + 48|— 2 
Lumber Products (110)..... 88 89 @ + 19 + 1. NE rm = 193 320|— 40 |+ 46 |— 46 | + 98 
Furniture (42) .......... 98 97 + 27 1.5 0 0 |— 8 | + 42 
Miscellaneous (68) ....... 79 8B | + 4 0.6 
118 116;+ 1 |+ 15 + 2.1 Other Ohio Business Indicato 1926 Average—100 

plies (125) fe ere 163 160|+ 2 |+ 18 + 4.6 Bank Debits Index?..... 83 84 mM 17 |— 9 |+ 20 
Machine Tools (55)....... 119 118 + 28 + 14 Retail Sales (848)*...... + 0.5 15.6 _ 
Material Handling and Number of New 

Power Mach. (10). ° 87 86;+ 1 /+ 19 — 6.9 Bills of Sale Filed :* 

Spec. Purpose Mach. Passenger Cars..... 16,837 | 10,582} + 59 | + 14 

Appliances (4) ....... 96 96 + 65 — 44 1,747| 1,842;— 5 |— 18 

Metal Products (650)....... 107 107 wm + 12 + 38.7 Index of : 
| 125| 2 |+22| + 59 VGontracts Awardeds.| 60| 41 |+ 28 
orgings (292) ........ ntracts rdeds. 79 32 43 
Pipes, Pumps, Valves and Power Produetion®. 159 = 

Plumbers’ Sup. (12).. 73 73) @ +23 | — 2.5 Commercial Failures :! 

Serew Mach. Products and. Liabilities (000 Dol.) .. 36 32 4*|— 20* — —144* 

Hardware (48)........+. 96 94/+ 8 8 + 14 1,125 329 tow + 77 — 40 
os 116 118;— 5 — 40 

teel Works an ing ‘ami 

Stoves and Furnaces (38).| 168) 168) |+ 2 + from the Federal Reserve Board. * The number of rep. rts from individ- 
Miscellaneous (110) ...... 131 127; + 3 | + 18 + 14 ual cooperators to the Bureau of Business Research with 

and ctor 120) 6) + 21 the United States Department of Commerce. Not adjusted for number of 
125 121/+ 8 |+ 10 + 81 working days. t From Clerks of Courts of 71 Ohio Counties. ® Average 
Print and Publish (246)-) 114] us) + 4) + Gower value. Basie data Den 
iscellaneous (57) ....... 
Rubber Products (49)-...-..| 81/+ 2/+ 2] + 52 
Tires and Tubes (14)..... 79 W7\i+ 2 @ + 5.2 
Miscelaneous (35) ....... 125 119;+ 5 |+ 9 + 65.5 
Stone, Clay Glass 

ucts (150) ....... 109 110'/— 1 12 + 11 
Brick and “hile (82) am 41 42;— 2 |+ 26 — 0.7 
302; 305) + 2|+ 84 NEW AUTOMOBILE BILL-OF-SALE REGISTRATIONS 

China and Pottery (34). 80 82;— 1 |+ 18 — 09 ‘ 

Miscellaneous (22) ... 68|— 1|/4+41 | + 24 7-Major Ohio Counties* U. 8.» 

en’s Clothing 1 1 — 8. ercen' 

Miscellaneous (89) . i| 9¢6|/— 5 |—15 | — 10.4 Change Total Per 
Vehicles (63) ........ 91 88\+ 9|/+ 5] + 86 Make of Car Cent 
Autos and Parts (49)... 100} 91/+10 |+ 2] + 91 Nov., | Oct., | Nov., | Nov., of 

Gone, 1986 | 1986 | 1936 | 1986 | | get, | Total 
Railway (7) 31 88);— 7 |+197 | — 7.8 . from | from | j936° | 1936 | Oct» 
Miscellaneous (7) . 61 52) +17 | +10 | + 11.5 Oct., | Nov., 1986 
Miscellaneous Manufactur. 1936 | 1935 
on-Manu ng ( ). um- 
Service (327) ............0. 100; 100| @ |+ 6 0.0 ber | ber % | % % % % 
Trade A eid and Whole- Chevrolet...... 2,262 919; +146 + 36 23 14 16 
5225-5. 118} 112;+ 2 | + 28 Plymouth. ..... 2,189 | 1,240) + 77 | + 51 22 19 18 
Transportation and Public Ford. ....0s00- 1,025 | 1,645 |— 88 |— 47 10 25 27 
truction (1192)........... 4 4.3 _Dodge......... 

*Based on reports from individual cooperators, tab y the 312 412 = 45 3 6 
United States Bureau of Labor Statistics and compiled by the Ohio State Terraplane..... 251 112; +124 |— 1 3 2 2 
University Bureau of Business Research. » Preliminary. ° Revised. “Less Oldsmobile. .... 233 144|+ 62 |— 60 2 2 2 
than 1%. 232 84; +176 | +186 2 1 1 
Studebaker... .. 215 239;— 10 | +142 2 4 4 
86 40'+115 — 19 
79 58|+ 36 | +618 1 
76 +117 | + 95 
Footnotes to table on page 3: 28 tus 69 @ 
“Preliminary. Revised. ©Based on reports from individual coopera- + 
tors to the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics. “Figures in paren- 
theses indicate the number of cooperating firms. * New car bills-of-sale | 
filed from Clerks of Courts. ‘Based on data from the Federal Reserve | | 
lustrial power consumption data provi y local power companies. | 
{Building occupancy is indicated by the number of gas meters in use. TOTAL........+. 9,840 | 6,506 | + 51 | + 18 100 100 100 
Basic data provided by local gas companies. /)Construction contracts 


awarded as reported by F. W. Dodge Corporation. *Retail Sales based 
on reports from individual cooperators to the Bureau of Business Re- 
search in cooperation with the United States Department of Commerce. 
m Temporarily discontinued for adjustment. *Change in number of fail- 
ures. “Less than 1% change. ‘More than 1000% c 


* Based on data provided for Cuyahoga, Franklin, Hamilton, Lucas, 
Mahoning, Montgomery, and Summit counties by Clerks of the Courts, 
the Cleveland Automotive Trades Association, and Toledo Automotive 
Trades Association. » Based on reports by R. L. Polk and Company cov- 
ering 48 states and District of Columbia. “Less than 1 per cent. 
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BULLETIN OF BUSINESS RESEARCH 


BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN THE CHIEF OHIO CITIES 
(In all Indexes, 1926 = 100) 


CHANGES CHANGES 
rst 
| Nov.* Oct.» ‘ov., | Nov.. | 6-Year| First Nov.#| Oct.» | Nov., | Nov., | 5-Year 

Item 1936 | 1986 | Avg. |11Mos. Item 1986 | 1986 | Avg. |11 Mos. 

— |) from | from | Nov. | 1936 1986 | 1986) from | from | Nov. pmo 
. | Nov., | from | from Oct., | Nov., | from — 
H 1936 1985 Oct. 1985 1936 1935 Oct. 1 
AKRON COLUMBUS 

E loyment Ind ce 

p Construction (89)...... | 68) 1 

=| =| =| = 
Retail Salest | — | — |-+102)/+98 | — | — 

Number of New Car Bills 1,188} 678} + 75 | + 18 + 30 

Cars. oe + = + + Bank: Debits 112; 117; — 18 |— 8 | + 18 
mmercial Failures :* — 90 
Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) 26 12 +126 — 69 - — 64 Val. of Construc. Contracts 

Consumption 33 + 22 Awarded Index)........ 41 51 | + 7 |+ 4 | + 68 

Bldg. Occupancy Index!...| — 125 - 

Val. of Construc. Contracts DAYTON 
Awarded Index!........ 16 146|— 3 — 16 — 83 o- 49 Employment Indexes¢ 

nufacturing 

Non-Manufact’g (214)..| 122}; 119};+ 2 8 

All Industries.......... —|—/+6a| — — | — — = 
Non-Manufacturing. . — i+ 2.0 Retail Sales‘ (28). Bilis 

Retail Sales* (32)4¢....... — | — — _ 

Number of New Car Bills of Sales Fi 66 25 49 
of Sales Filed :¢ Cars....... = + + - 

rucks. . 11 36 Bank Debits 77 78 1 40 4 29 
Bank Debits Index? 77) @ 18 | + 15 s| se 
Commercial Failures :* Number... es +189 | + 99 a 
Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) 337 9 @) «@) ms 82 

Bldg. Occupancy Index’... 106 por a 191);+ 19 | + 28 + 30 

Val. of Construc. Val. of ntrac 279 @ | 4127 | 4401 
Awarded Index). . 55 21|+166 | +191 ; +226 |— 13 Awarded Index)........ 

CINCINNATI TOLEDO 

Employment Indexes¢ Employment Indexes* 

All Industries (2062)¢.. 110; 111;— 9 All Industries (454)4..../ 118) 118 + 7 
Manufacturing (422)...| 119/— 2 4 Manufacturing (150)...| 135 10 
Non-Manufact’g (1278). 99 99; 12 — Non-Manufact’g (304) .. 83 83 2 
Construction (362)..... 45 44; @ | + 46 Is :¢ 

Payrolls :¢ All Industries.......... — |+04 
All Industries.......... — |—0.5 — Manufacturing......... — |—0.6 
Non-Manufacturing. ... — |+17 Retail Sales* (47)4....... — |+5.1 |+267) — 
Construction..........- _ — |—2.7 _ _ _ Number of New Car Bills 

Retail Sales* (55)4....... — |—7.9 | +12.8 of Sales Filed :* 

Number of New Bills 1,117| 662|+ 69 | + 16 t 30 

Cars.......| 1,554 | 1,081 | + 51 4 33 Bank Debits Indext....... 58 6 |+ 21 |— 10 | + 28 
beeasensesecece 171 190| — 10 2 — 43 Commercial Failures :* 

Bank Debits 99 98; @ 146|— 2 17 « 1 2|— 4*| — |— 5* 

Commercial Failures :* Liabilities (Thous. Dol. ) 4 35| — 88 | — 94 _ — 59 
2 2*|— — 12* Indus. Power Consumption 
Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) 35 33 7 7 — 187; 169}+ 11 |+ 11 + 9 

Bldg. Occupancy Index'...; 107} 106; 4 i+ 4 Val. of Construc. Contracts 

Val. of Construc. Contracts Awarded Index)........ 201 30} +579 | +559 | + 80 | +234 
Awarded Index)........ 35 38|— 6 |— 18 |+ 22 |+ 98 

YOUNGSTOWN 
CLEVELAND 
Employment Indexes* 

Employment Indexes* | All Industries (346)4... 87 87 + 16 
All Industries (2219)4.. “| 101; 100;+ 1 10 Manufacturing (66).... 83 82 + 16 
Manufacturing (639) . 112 1ll}+ 11 — Non-Manufact’g (207) .. 85 85 + 12 
Non-Manufact’g (1 037) = Li+ 6 Construction (73)...... 85 12 | + 91 
Construction (543)..... 48 6 | + 36 Payrolls :* 

Payrolls :¢ All Industries.......... — |+ 5.1 
All Industries.......... — |+2.4 Manufacturing......... — |+ 6.2 
Manufacturing......... — — |+23 Non-Manufacturing. . — 29) — 
Construction..........+ — |+5.2 Retail Sales* (25)4....... — | + 21.0} + 28.9 

Retail Sales* (67)4........ — |+5.7 | +246 Number of New Car Bills 

Number of New Car Bills of Sales Filed :¢ 
of Sales Filed :* Passenger Cars....... 626, 401); + 56 | + 48 — t 60 

Passenger Cars....... 3,354 | 2,339| + 43 t 15 — |+ 37 75 58|+ 29 | + 15 82 
36 365|— 1 5 35 Bank Debits Index‘....... 70 4 30 |~— 20 |+ 20 
Bank Debits Indext....... 81 80;/+ 18 |— 10 21 Commercial Failures 
Failures 1 1 o7;+ 1° — 44 
13 7\|— 1*| — |— 30* Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) 4 3|+ 28 — |—57 
(Thous. Dol.) 537 123 | + +690 — —4 Indus. Power Consumption 

Bidg. Occupancy Index!...| — 104; — 195; 1 | + 60 + 88 

Val. of Construc. Contracts Val. of Construc. Contracts 
Awarded Index)........ 19 — 14 |+ 16 | +187 |+ 2 Awarded Index)........ 34 36|— | + 6 | +5389 | + 22 


For Footnotes see Page 2. 
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SALES OF INDEPENDENT RETAIL STORES IN OHIO“—NOVEMBER, 1936 


Sales Reported Number of Changes in Sales 


CHANGE From OcToser, 1936 From NoveMBER, 1935 
oF BUSINESS Nov., 1936 FRoM 


Increase Increase | Decrease 


ry 
Grocery without Meats 
Combination Stores 
Country General 
Total Apparel 
Men’s and Boys’ Clothing...... 
Family Clothing 
Women’s Specialty Shops...... 
Shoe 
Motor Vehicle Dealers. ...... 
Filling Stations 
Total Furniture and Household 
Appliances 
Furniture 


Con ON ENS 


9,478.0 
Percentage 24% 1% 

TotaLt—Adjusted for the numbe: 
of working days......... 


o 
ero 


4 Based on reports from individual cooperators to the Ohio State University Bureau of Business Research, cooperating with the United States De- 
partment of Commerce. 


Errata: November, 1936 Bulletin. Retail Sales for Motor Vehicles reported as: —1.5% changes from October, 1935, should be +23.0% ; —10.4% 
change from September, 1936 should be —10.9%. Total sales reported as +22.6% change from October, 1936 should be 24.1%. Totals adjusted for the 
number of working days reported as +17.0% from October, 1935 should be +24.1% and from September, 1936 as —2.0% should be —1.9%. 


INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT, PAYROLLS AND COST OF LIVING 
OHIO RETAIL SALES IN NOVEMBER, 1936 
Dollar sales of 848 independent stores in Ohio, when ad- NOVEMBER, 1936 


justed for the number of working days, showed an increase Payrolls (1923-25=100) 
of 20 per cent for November, 1936, as compared with the 
same month of 1935. Without adjustment for the extra S050: | 2008 | S008 | 3008 
day in November of 1935 the increase was about 16 per 
cent. 

Largest increases over November, 19385, were reported 
by lumber and building material dealers, jewelry stores, 
hardware stores, furniture stores, and women’s apparel 
specialty shops. 

The only store types to report a decrease in dollar vol- 
ume from November, 1935, were grocery stores. Here the 
decrease (without adjustment for number of working 
days) amounted to 2.2 per cent. Actually, dollar sales of 
merchandise of Ohio grocery stores for the month of No- 
vember, 1936, were probably at about the same level as 
November, 1935, since the figures reported to the Bureau 
include the 3% State sales tax collected. This tax was not 
levied on food items after November 11, 1936, following 
the constitutional amendment voted in the November elec- 
tions. Thus, a decline of about 2% (% of 3%) in total 
dollar figures reported to the Bureau could be attributed 
to the lapse of the tax. 
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| Reports LACDD ae 
| 1986 1985 | Oct., | Nov. than 
| 1936 | 1935 1% 
000 $ 000 $ 000 $ % % Number | Number | Number | Number | Number | Number 
128 792.4 870.2 809.9; — 8.9 | — 2.2 17 100 54 
24 134.5 154.6 137.8 | —13.0 — 2.4 3 19 8 
99 657.9 716.7 672.1; — 8.1 — 2.1 14 81 46 
33 141.8 169.5 140.5 | —16.3 + 0.9 5 26 16 
| 88 1,452.0 | 1,656.2) 1,275.2 | —12.3 +13.9 15 70 63 
| 42 583.1 651.6 502.7 | —10.5 +16.0 ll 28 82 
| 9 54.7 61.3 51.2 | —10.8 + 6.8 8 6 7 
| 1l 449.7 614.1 368.9 | —12.5 Ts 1 10 9 
26 364.5 429.4 352.4 | —15.1 3.4 0 26 15 
108 8,317.6 | 2,497.6 | 2,889.2) +82.8 Tist 73 34 62 
| 40 887.1 867.4 285.4) — 8.2 18.1 13 26 32 
43 898.8 | 1,088.5 780.6 | —18.0 +15.2 7 32 26 
31 797.5 910.2 650.7 | —12.4 | +22.6 4 24 21 
Lumber and Building Materials 
DED St0snensuneabausevan. 58 829.3 988.8 562.9 | —16.1 +47.3 9 49 55 
62 427.3 461.0 339.9 | — 7.3 +25.7 19 42 53 
NS OEE EEE. 58 450.3 504.3 386.5 | —10.7 | +16.5 4 52 44 
193 446.5 494.8 404.1; — 9.8 +10.5 21 155 152 
ll 44.4 41.9 34.5 | + 6.1 +28.6 9 2 
17 146.1 134.0 110.4) + 9.1 +32.4 10 6 
Miscellaneous .............0+++5 14 245.5 258.9 222.7 | — 5.2 +10.3 | 2 9 
54.6) 64.9| 78.6 
61.3) 69.9) 173.6 
65.6; 71.6) 177.4 
68.1) 71.6) 79.1 
68.1| 69.3) 80.6 
66.0; 67.3) 808 
61.3 66.4| 80.0 
63.2; 70.9) 88.4 
59.1) 73.5) 884 
62.1) 76.8) 88.9 
60.6; 75.5) 90.1 
64.1| 177.4] .... 
4) 62.8] 71.2] .... 
) 
6| 76.5 86.6 
7} 811 86.7 
84.4 87.8 
86.0 89.0 
8| 86.2 89.6 
2 84.9 89.9 
9} 82.4 91.0 
6| 838.5 93.4 
2) 80.0 95.8 
8 82.2 96.5 
5| 80.3 96.6 
6| 81.4] 88.2] .... 
Mo. | 
Ave.| 98.7| 104.7] 91.8] 77.8| 665.5| 72.0| 92.4] 86.9| .... 
31.6 3. 77.7 81.2| 88.9 
80.3) 72.2 78.5 82.0| 88.5 
80.0! 71.8 78.8 82.0} 83.2 
79.3, 71.7 78.7 82.8 | 838.4 
78.3 72.8| 79.0) 82.6) 83.8 
77.6 | 73.1 79.2; 82.6) 865.1 
77.5| 75.7| 79.8\ 82.4| 852 
100.4101.) 95] 86 76.9 3 79.7 82.4| 86.6 
80.8; 82.7| 85.9 
| 80.4| 88.4) 86.8 
80.8 | 88.9] ..+ 
Mo. 
Avg. | 100.6 | 100.1] 96.7| 87.2| 77.9| 79.4| 82.6] .... 
‘®U. S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. ‘National 
Industrial Conference Board. 


